ESSAY 


FUTURE EF 


0 F 


BR UT E Creatures. 


4 


By RICHARD DEAN, 


CuRaTE of M1DDLE:TON, 


: 
8 


Fs 
=== Paſſimque ſoluti EE 
Per Campos paſuntur, Equi Cn VIRG. 


_ 


MANCHESTER: 
Printed by J. Harrop, oppoſite the Exchange, 


MPDCCLXVII. 


* 
- 
J . 
* 
” 
6 - 
7 o — 
1 * 
2 F 
- 5 1 
1 * 
; < 4 
* 
— oy * : „ * 
” % 
W. EE } \ 
- : 
* N 
* 
"a . 
. 
— 
© 
* * 
4 * 4 
. 
* m — 
= 
- 
4 * 
at . 
4 — 
” 
-” 
. 4&} . 
” - 
% 
- * 
. * 
- 
* 
* 
* 
* 
_ 
> — 
” 
» 
” 
þ ” 
tf 
- 
” * - 
* 
Fd 
: 
— 9 a k 
o 
* 
” 
= 
— 
> - 
* a p 
9 i 1 
mY ol 
. 


. 


3 ha r 
2 — ** — CI IE I 2— — — 
— 

* ah ———— 1 
— — — * NY mm . 
- 

F . 
a EO 
2 
5 4 


PREFACE. 
HE Reader will give me 
Leave to detain him a Mo- 
ment with a few Obſervations re- 
- lative to the ſubſequent Diſcourſe. 
He may perhaps think it odd to 
make a Demand of this Nature, 
after ſo long an Introduction; but 
it is hoped he will change his O- 
pinion, when he has conſidered 
it, and look upon it as having a 
Degree of Pertinence, which ren- 
ders it neceſſary to be offered here. 
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The Notion of the Poſt-Ex- 
iſtence of Brutal Souls is far from 
being ſo new as ſome People ima- 
gine; for, beſides what the Au- 
thor has advanced concerning it 
in the followin g Tract, ſome Mo- 
derns of more exalted Underſtand- 
ings, have employed their Pens 
this Way. Much may be found, 
as to this Opinion, in an ingeni- 
ous Book intitled Free Thoughts 
upon the Brute Creation, thou gh 
it has been a Queſtion with many, 
whether the Author was in earneſt 
or no. The Chevalier Ramſay has 
ſaid more to this Purpoſe in his 
Princi ciples of Natural and Revealed 
Religion, 
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| Religion; a few Paſlages occur in 
the Rabbinical Writers, and the 
Chriſtian Fathers, relative to the 
fame Point, and the Pythagorean 
Doctrine of the Tranſmigration of 
Souls, plainly ſhews it to have ob- 
tained amongſt the ancient Hea- 
thens. f 


What is delivered in the Eſſay 
before us, is the Produce of ſuch 
Principles, as appeared to the Au- 
thor moſt directly appoſite to the 
Point in Hand. He has followed. 

his own Judgment, without build- 
ing upon the Opinions of other 
Men, though ſome of them are 

A a 2 very 
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very plauGble.. and 1 ingenious, and 
might pottibly. have been taken up 
with more Entertainment to the 
Reader. The Manner in which 
the future Exiſtence of Brutes is 
here deſcanted upon, may be 
deemed too ſerious, but the Na- 

ture of the Subject was ſuppoſed | 
to require it. 


The Author is ſenfible, that the 
Notion of the Tranſmigration of 
Souls is a witty Invention, and con- 
trives very properly for the Pu- 
niſhment of human Brutality. It 
| was certainly a noble Device of 
the Ancients, to deter Men from 

indulging 
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indulging i in ſordid and mean Paſ—- 
ſions, to preach that there Souls, 
after their Seperation, ſhould paſs 
into the Forms of ſuch Beaſts as 
they moſt reſembled in their Paſ- 
ſions, there to endure the Horrors 
of a ſhameful Debaſement, and an 
odious Servility. He is alſo far 
from diſapproving of that Exten- 
ſion of this Doctrine which has 
been made in after Times. He 
does not ſee why the Souls of thoſe 
Two-legg'd Animals, who have 
wiantonly abuſed and tortured ſucly _ 
Numbers of Quadrupeds on Earth, 
ſhould not hereafter tranſmigrate 
into their Forms, and become 
AA - Cw 
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Chaiſe | Horſes, common Hacks, 


Coal Carriers, Pointers; Spaniels,. 
Sc. &c. in the Regions of Hell. 
There are only two Reaſons why 
he has not gone upon this Notion, 
that it has. already been treated 
with inimitable Humour, and he 


did not know how to prove it. 


For the laſt Reaſon. alſo, he 


does not. join with Ramſay in his 
Opinion as to the Poſt-Exiſtence 
of Brutal Souls. This Gentle- 
man ſuppoſes, that the Souls of 
Brutes are certain Intelligences 
that fell in a pre- exiſtent State. 


God he thinks doomed them, as 


4 a 


2 Puniſhment for ſuch a Fall, to 
be confined to Brutal Machines in 
the preſent, till they had ſuffered, 
a deſtined Time, the Miſeries of 
Degradation, and their Crimes 
were atoned for. But this is too 
much like Tranſmigration, and 


therefore is a Notion which the 


Author did not think proper to 
follow for the N Sele Anek 
tioned. 


Befides, it appears very natural 
to him to think that the Variety 
of Souls is as great as that of Bo- 


dies, that all the animated Forms, 
exiſting 1 in the Vniverſe, are actu- 
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ated by Principles of Intelligence 
peculiar to their Natures, and of 
Capacities proportioned to the ſe- 
veral Offices which Providence 
has appointed them to fulfil; that 
all theſe Souls are immaterial Sub- 
ftances, and muſt conſequently in 
Virtue of their being ſo, continue 
for ever, if the Creator of all 
Things is not pleaſed ſometime or 
another to deſtroy them. 


In the following Eſſay the Au- 


thor does not eite, in Proof of his 
Doctrine, all thoſe Scripture Paſ- 
fages, which are taken Notice of 
in the free Thoughts of Doctor 
Hildrop. 


NN E FAN. N 


Hildrup. This admired Writer 
obſerves, that the ſeveral Places 
of Scripture where the inferior 
Creatures are ſaid to praiſe God, 
or are called upon ſo to do, have 
a much more exalted Meaning 
than is generally conceived by 
| vulgar Minds. It may be, that. 
they are capable of doing Honour 
to their Maker from Principles of 
Will and Knowledge. But, ſince 
fach Paſſages may very well ſig- 
nify that all Brute Creatures praiſe 
God, as adminiſtring Occaſions to 
his Praiſe, we could not think to 
introduce them as Evidences of 
their Poſt-Exiſtence, on the Score 
N 7: 
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of the other Meaning, which is 
0 ſingular and uncertain- 


We have omitted ſome other 
Paſſages of Scripture, apparently 
favouring our Deſign, becauſe 
Chbriſtians for the moſt Part, are 

united as to one particular Senſe 


of them. Such are thoſe Paſſages 


in Iſaiab, where the Prophet ſpeaks 
of new Heavens, and a new Earth, 
of the Lion as eating Straw like 
the Ox, the Wolf as laying down 
with the Kid, &c. Theſe Phraſes. 


have been generally taken for Pro- 


pPhetical Deſcriptions of the happy 
i * to be effected in the 
World 
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World on the Introduction of the 
Goſpel. We do not deny the 
Propriety of this Conſtruction, but 
we think nevertheleſs, that ſuch 
Phraſes have a much larger, and 
more comprehenſive Meaning. We 
are of Opinion, that the Har- 
mony they repreſent as ſubſiſting 
amongſt Creatures of Diſpoſitions 
ſo oppolite, belongs. to ſome cer- 
tain State of Being, very different 
from any that the World has been 
yet acquainted with, and that.new 
Heavens, and a new Earth, im- 
port a Change in Nature far ſu- 
perior to a Local confined, and 
tranſient Beatification, We have 
1 
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not induced ſuch Paſſages as Proofs 
of our Opinions, for the preceed- 
in 8 Reaſon. 


As the Author, by aſſerting in 
the Introduction that Brutes were 
involved in the Infelicities of this 
World, on the Score of their De- 
merit, ſeems expreſly to contradict 
his own Explanation of a Paſſage 
in St. Paul, which ſuppoſes the 
Sin of Adam to be the Occaſion 
of their Miſeries, he therefore begs 

Leave to offer ſomething here by 
4 Way of reconciling the Reader to 
' Doctrines ſo apparently oppoſite. 

In the Introduction he ſpeaks his 


OWI 
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own Sentiments, and if he has 
gone further than the Scriptures 
will bear him out, he willingly 
retracts them, from a firm Per- 
ſuaſion that he ought to pay the 
utmoſt Deference to thoſe ſacred 
Oracles. But he is not yet con- 
ſcious of this, he aſſerts only, that 
Brutes muſt have Demerit of ſome 
Kind to render them Objects of 
divine Indignation; and if in his 
Explanation of Saint Paul's Words, 
he has ſaid that Adam's Tranſ- 
greſſion brought Evil upon them, 
he is apprehenſive of no Contra- 
dition here; the Guilt of that 
Man might perhaps extend itſelf ' 
: | to 


xiv. PREFACE. 


to Brutes, Vegetables, inanimate 
; Nature, and all the Parts of this 
Syſtem. The Scriptures ſeem to 
intimate as much *, and if ſo, 
the Reader will hardly think him 
inconſiſtent in what he has hi- 
therto advanced u pon this Sub- 
ject. It matters not whether the 
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_ * Moſes repreſents, in Geneſis, the Ground 
es curſed for-the Sake of Adam, who had eaten 
the forbidden Fruit. And thus ſaith Ifaiah, 
r the Earth alſo. is defiled under the Iaha- 
bitants thereof, becauſe they have tranſgreſſed 
the Laws, changed the Sehnde, broken the 
everlaſting Covenant, therefore hath the Curſe 
deroured the Earth“ be 
** Guilt 
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Guilt alledged was actual, or im- 
putative, Db 02 31 
The Author attempts, in the 
following Pages, to confute the 
Doctrines of De Carte, Malle- 
branche, &c. relative to the Na- 
tures and Powers of Brute Ani- 
mals. e eſteemed this a very 
neceſſary Undertaking, ſince their 
Tenets are directly levelled againſt 
the Point he had in View. How 
far he has ſucceeded in this Matter, 
the impartial Reader is left to 
judge for himſelf. 15 


If People were inclined to credit 
B b © -- Seane; 
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Stories, the following would be 
ſufficient to convince them of the 
Abſurdity of the Doctrine, which 
teaches that Brutes are unintelli- 
gent Machines. I mention it here 
becauſe it was communicated too 
late to have a Place in the Body 
of the Eſſay. The 917 is as 
es: : 


A ceftain Gentle had a 
moſt excellent Poin ter, which» 
whenever he went a Shooting, he 

was ſure to take out with him. 
The Gentleman's Cu ſtom was, on 
his Return from his Diverſio ns, 
to diſcharge his Piece at Mag pies, 

. * 
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or Carrion Crows, which he would 
take ſome Pains to look for in the 
Trees as he paſſed along. The 
Dog on this Occaſion always kept 
behind, I ſuppoſe that he might 
not frighten theſe Birds away, 
but that his Maſter might haye a 
fair Chance at them. It happen'd 
one Day, as he was upon this 
Buſineſs, that a Magpye, perched 
in the Top of a large Oak, eſ- 

caped the Gentleman's Notice. 
The Dog, ever attentive to his 
Maſter's Pleaſures, peeps into the 
Tree himſelf, and eſpies the Party- 
coloured Animal, hereupon he 
runs up to his Maſter, who Was 
2 B b 2 got 
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got ſome Yards from the Place, 
lays hold of the Lap of his Coat 
behind, and gives it a ſmart Pull 
with his Teeth. The Gentleman, 
in Surprize, turns about to ſee 


what was the Matter, when the 


Dog immediately trots back to 
the Tree, and ſhews him the Bird, 
which the Gentleman very ſoon 
tumbled to the Ground. I won- 
der, after ſuch an Inſtance of Sa- 


gacity in a Dumb Animal, how 
any Man alive can have the Ef- 


frontery to maintain, that Brutes 


are unintelligent Machines. 


The Author, very ſenſible of 
7 the 
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the Superiority of the intellectual 
Faculties of Man, compared with 
thoſe of the Brute Creation, hath, 
he flatters himſelf, ſaid nothing 
in the following Eſſay, which 
may be ſuppoſed in any wiſe to 
diſparage their. Excellency ; to 
confound the future Intereſts of 
Man and Beaſt, and throw the 
latter upon a Level with the for- 
mer. As he believes that no Per- 
| ſon ever imagined his Dignity in- 
jured, becauſe his Dog ſtands un- 
der his Table, eats the Crumbs 
that fall from it, and lies upon a 
Bed of Straw here, in his Stable 
Yard, ſo he does not ſee how he 
. | can 
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can take the leaſt Offence at a No- 
tion, which is only concerned to 
keep up the like Difference be- 
twixt them in Point of Situation 


hereafter. But ſuch is the Pride, 
and Vanity of ſome People, that 
forſooth they cannot bear to think, 


that any Animal in the World be- 
low them, ſhould have a Claim 
to Immortality. 


In all the Arguments we have 
urged in Proof of the future Ex- 


iſtence of Brutes, we have endea- 


voured to keep as Cloſe to Reaſon 
as poſſible. And the Paſſages we 
have eitel from Scripture, on that 

Account, 
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Account, are ſuch as we preſume 
cannot be applied to other Pur- 
) \ poles, without a manifeſt Viola- 
tion of their Meaning. The 
Reader may now proceed to take 

a View of them. | 


Can 


AN 


A 
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ON THE 


Furure Life of BRUTES, E 


4-5 - £ 


rxopPOStTIONL T. 


KN HE Scriptures . plainly 
5 * intimate, that Brute Ani- 


RN NN mals will have a Being 
in future, and partake in ſome 


Degree of thoſe Benefits which 


ſhall be conferred after the uni- 


verſal Change. | 
B 2 , Particularly 


r PPP = TR BS IT OO OO tu NG // neg n= 7 = nga m7 ], gm” — 
— - - 4" 2 N . 1 2 * — — 7 —---* — 
2 TO Ht = bal 
s > 7 4 - 
= 
6 ; 
. J K 
N 4 


—— P 
— IL 
N 


. 


Particularly this appears to be 


the clear Senſe of ſome Verſes in 


the 8th Chapter of the Epiſtle to : 


the Romans. Theſe Verſes begin 
thus, For the earneſt Expecta- 
tion of the Creature waiteth for 
the Manifeſtation of the Sons of 
God. For the Creature was. made 


ſubject to Vanity, not willingly, 


but by Reaſon of him who hath 
ſubjected the ſame, in Hope. Be- 


cauſe the Creature itſelf alſo ſhall 


be delivered from the Bondage of 


| Corruption, into the glorious Li- 
berty of the Children of God. 


For we know, that the whole 
Creation groaneth, and travaileth 
together 


653 


together in Pain, until now, and 


not only they, but ourſelves alſo, 
which have the firſt Fruits of the 
Spirit, even we ourſelves groan 
within ourſelves, waiting for the 


Adoption, to wit, the Redemption 8 


of our Bodies.” 


Theſe Verſes are explained thus: 
By the Word Creature, is-under- 


ſtood the Things that are made, 


the viſible World, and all it con- 
tains, living, and lifeleſs, ſenſitive, 
and inſenfitive, as contra-diſtin- 
guiſhed to Man; Man is not here 
implied by the Term Creature, 
for the whole Paſſage under Con- 

7; hderation 
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ſideration is an Argument addreſſed 


to him, the Purpoſes of which, 
ſhall hereafter be ſpecified. 


The earneſt Expectation of the 


Creature thus defined, are Ex- 


preſſions which muſt not be taken 


in a ſtrict and literal Senſe, but 
for a certain Form, or Figure of 


Speech, not uncommon in the ſa- 
cred Writings, which attributes 


perſonal Acts to ſenſeleſs Matter, 


or living Creatures inferior to Man. 
The Uſe of it in this Place is to 
ſhew, that the Injuries which all 


Nature ſuſtained by the Fall, were 


ſo prodigious, that even ſenſeleſs, 
and 


-» 


67 
and irrational Things ſeem to 
ſpeak the moſt earneſt Deſires, and 
utter the moſt ſanguine Wishes 
for a Reſtitution. The Sons of 
God are true Chriſtians, and good 
Livers, and their Manifeſtation 
which the Crezture is ſaid to ex, 
pect, is that viſible Diſtinction 
which ſhall be made betwixt 
them, and Unbelievers, and Hy- 
pocrites, at the laſt Day; for then, 
and not till then, will all Men 
apear to us, what they really are; 
at preſent we are often deceived in 
our Judgments, as to good and 
bad Men. 


14 


. 
The Creature, as before defined, 
was made ſubject to Vanity, to 
Inſtability, and Change of Being, 
and Condition, not willingly, that 
ie not by any Choice of its own, 
but by Reaſon of him who ſub- 
jected the ſame, that is, through 
Adam, who by his Tranſgreſſion, 
brought it into Bondage and Sub- 
jection to thoſe Evils. The Words | 
in Hope, which ate added to the 
zoth Verſe of the Paſſage here 
cited, ſhould be connected with 
the 19th, and the whole 2oth. 
Verſe, theſe Words excepted, 
ſhould be read within Parentheſis, 

as 


C94) 


as we hall ſhew more Ry by 
and by. 


For 88 itſelf, an Ex- 
preſſion directly pointing out to 
us, the lower Orders of Beings 
ſhall be delivered from the Bon- 
dage of Corruption, that is, from 


that State of Change and Inſta- 


bility, Decay and Death, to which 
it is now conſigned, into the glo- 


_ rious Liberty of the Children of 


| God, that is, into that happy 
Condition of Freedom and Deli- 


verance from theſe Evils, which 


will be the final Privilege of all 


oe Men. 
7 For 
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For we know, that the whole 
Creation, or every Creature groan- 
eth and travaileth in Pain toge- 
ther, until now; here, leaſt his 
Meaning in the preceeding Verſes 
ſhould be miſunderſtood, the A- 
poſtle more fully explains himſelf, 
by adding the Word. every, to. 
Creature, or whole, to Creation; 
and not only they, but ourſelves, 
which have the firſt Fruits of the 
Spirit, even we ourſelves + groan 
within ourſelves, waiting for the 
Adoption, to wit, the Redemption 
| | of our Bodies; not only they, that 
is, all the Creatures of this viſible 
World, but we allo, who expe- 


rience 


. 
rience the divine Favour in ſo ex- 
traordinary a. Manner, even we 


ourſelves, groan within ourſelves, 
as well as they, waiting for the 


Redemption of our Bodies. This 


makes it very clear to you, what 


the chief Object of the Creatures 


earneſt Expectation before-men- 


tioned is, namely, that it is a 


Freedom or Exemption from the 


Evils of Inſtability, Decay, and 
Diſſolution, to which the Bodies 


of living Beings, and all material 


Forms, are univerſally ſubject. 


But this Deliverance is not to 


take Place 'till the Sons of God 
„„ 85 are 


En 
are manifeſted; or in other Words, 
till the End of the World, and 
therefore the Creature is ſaid to 


wait for their Manifeſtation, only 


becauſe it is the happy een 
to it. 


The Paſſage thus explained, we 
ſhall hold it out to your View, 
briefly paraphraſed, firſt laying 
before you, the Senſe of the Con- 
text, that you may ſee how it is 
connected with it. 


Expoſitors obſerve, that in the 
Chapter from whence the above 
cited Paſſage is taken, the Apoſtle 


4-447 
is addrefling himſelf particularly 
to the Jews. Let this be as it 
will, the Scope of the firſt Part 
of it is unqueſtionably: to perſuade 
thoſe whom he had converted to 
the Chriſtian Faith, whether Jews 
or Gentiles, to live up to the Rules 
of their Profeſſion; for which 
Purpoſe he aſſures them, that a 
Life ſo conducted, would infal- 
libly ſecure them againſt the 


Wrath of God; there is now ſays 


he, no Condemnation to them 

that are in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk 

not after the Fleſh, but after the 

Spirit. . They muſt not think 

after embracing the Faith inChriſt, 
| Ul 


n) 
| ain to indulge theis ſenſual In- 

clinations, and carnal Appetitcs, | 
for if they did, he declares they 
ſhould die notwithſtanding. The 
mere act of Faith, would not be 
ſufficient to fave them, if their 
moral Conduct was not of a- 
Piece with it. If ye live, ſays 
he, after the Fleſh, ye ſhull die, 
but if ye through the Spirit do 
mortify the Deeds of the Body, 
ye ſhall live. He then endeavours 
to fortify them againſt the Terrors 
of thoſe Sufferings to which the 
Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion might poſſibly expoſe them. 


He ſets before them the Happi- 
neſs 


CY 


% 
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neſs of the next State, which in 
his Opinion, is infinitely more 
than ſufficient to compenſate for 


the Miſeries they ſhould undergo. 
on the Score of their Religion in 


the preſent. 


The Sufferings ſays he, of the | 


preſent Time, are not worthy to 


be com pared with the Glory which 
ſhall be revealed in us. A Glory 


which all Men, and eſpecially all 


Chriſtians, could not be imagined 
to doubt of, ſince it was in ſome 
certain Meaſures and Degrees, the 
Expectation of all God's Creatures 


beſides. For the earneſt Expecta- 


tion 
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tion of the Creature (of every in- 


(16) 


ferior Being in the viſible World) 


' waiteth for the Manifeſtation of 


the Sons of God, for that Period 
when the Glory above-mentioned, 


ſhall be revealed in them; (for 


the Creature itſelf was made ſub- 
ject to Vanity, to Inſtability, and 
Change of Condition, to Decay, 


and Death, not willingly, or of its 


own Choice, but by Reaſon of 
Adam, who by Sinning, brought 
thoſe Evils, and Calamities upon 
it;) in Hope, that itſelf alſo, 


when this Glory is revealed in the 


Sons of God, ſhall then be deli- 


vered, that is, ſhall be releaſed 


from 


499 

from the ungrateful Viciſſitudes 
of its preſent State, and appointed 
to one where it ſhall be no more 
annoyed with them for ever, For 
it is no Secret to us, that all Na- 
ture, every inferior Creature in 
the Univerſe, travails in Pain, ex- 
pecting to be delivered; and not 
only they, but we ourſelves, we 
of the human Race, and of the 
Chriſtian Profeſſion, groan within 
ourſelves, waiting for the Re- 
demption of our Bodies, for theit 

| Deliverance from the Evils they | 
now labour under, and their Con- 
_ ſequent Glorification. The A- 
poſtle concludes his Argument 

| thus, 


(18) 


thus, « It is by this Hope of the 
Glory to be revealed, and our 


everlaſting Deliverance from Evil, 
that we are enabled to hold faſt 


our Faith, and perform t the Con- 


ditions of our Salvation.” 


Having thus ſhewn you what 
the Meaning of this Paſſage of 
Saint Paul is in our Opinions, we 
ſhall now lay before you the Senſe 
which other Expoſitors are e 


to * bs na it. 


By the Word Creature, they 
ſay, is ſignified the Gentile World 
only. By the Manifeſtation of 

„ the 
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the Sons of God, that Diſcovery 
of the Faithful amongſt the Jews, 
which was to be made upon the 
preaching of the Goſpel amongſt 
them. By the Creatures waiting 


for this Manifeſtation, the Deſire 


of the Gentiles to hear the Word, 
but which could not be gratified, 
till it was known who amongſt 
the Jews would receive, and who 
would reject it. The Subjection 
of the Creature to Vanity, means 
the Idolatry of the Gentiles, to 
which Folly they became enſlaved, 
either through the Devil, who 
forced them upon it, or becauſe 
they were deſerted of God, and 
TTT 
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therefore were left to invincible 
Blindneſs, and Ignorance. By the 


Hopes of Deliverance which. the 
Creature entertains, is to be un- 
derſtood, the Expectation that the 
Gentiles had of Deliverance from 
Idolatry, and Reſtoration to the 
Knowledge, and Worſhip of the 
true God, by the Light and Power 
of the Goſpel. For this then did 
the firſt Chriſtians groan? Oh no- 
ble Thought of * Com- 
mentators ! 


Thus you have the two Opi- 
nions of the Paſſage in Queſtion. 
We 18 5 ſhew the Incon- 

ſiſtencies 


d (d eie 
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ſiſtencies of the latter, in order to 
eſtabliſh the Truth of the former. 


In the firſt Place, we deny that 
the Word Creature in the Paſſage 
under Conſideration, relates only 
to the Gentile World, and that 
this is the true Senſe, and genuine 


Meaning of it there; for it ſtands 


without an Addition, or is accom- 
panied only with the Word every, 
and therefore might be ſuppoſed 
to take in all the Works of God, 
in the viſible World, if the Apoſtle 
had not in the Uſe he makes of 
it, plainly ſhewn, that he pointed 
at Beings of an inferior Nature. 

<2 1 
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Beſides, there is nothing to be ga- 
thered from the Context, which 
warrants the Notion, that the 
Gentile World is here ſignified by 
the Word Creature. . 


2dly, The Places by which the 

| Senſe here put upon the Word 
Creature, is pretended to be con- 
firmed, are very little to the Pur- 
poſe, as every candid Examiner 
will eaſily perceive. One of them 
is that of the 16th of St. Mark's 
Goſpel, where Chriſt delivers his 
laſt Charge to his Diſciples, the 
Words are, „Go ye into all the 
World, and preach the Goſpel 


unto - 


( 23) 
unto every Creature.“ Here be- 
cauſe Creature is to be underſtood 
as ſignifying the human Species 
only, Expoſitors conclude, that 
in the Paſſage before us, the Word 
Creature muſt have the ſame 
Meaning alſo. This Concluſion 
indeed would be juſt enough, if 
the Premiſſes were agreed; but 
unfortunately the Caſe is much 
otherwiſe. For in the Text of 
Mark, where the Word Creature 
is made uſe of, the preceeding, 
and ſubſequent Expreſſions, toge- 
ther with the Natures and Powers 
of thoſe to whom they are ad- 

dreſſed, ſhew plainly, that all the 
„ World 


(624) 


World there 18 to be taken only 


for this Globe of Earth, as the 
Commiſſion to be executed by the 
Apoſtles, the Perſons to whom 
our Lord ſpake, does, that the 
Words every Creature, ſignify the 
human Species only. But there 


are no ſuch Expreſſions uſed by 


Saint Paul in the Paſſage in Queſ— 
tion, from whence we can at all 
conclude, that by Creature, he 
means the Gentile World; and 


therefore the two Places are no- 
thing alike. The Notion of their 


being Parallels, is imaginary, and 


formed only to ſupport a weak 
Hypotheſis of dreaming Expo- 
7 ed Oe > 
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ſitors. The like may be ſaid of 
all other Places, with which the 
Paſſage under Conſideration is 
compared, or to which we are re- 
ferred for the Senſe of the Word 
Creature, according to Saint Paul ; 
they are ſo very different in their 
Purport, that not one of them 
can be confidered as a proper Ex- 


poſition of it. 


This Notion of Expoſitors, 
touching the Signification of the 
Word Creature, in the Paſſage 
before us, ſeems to derive from 
two Cauſes, The one is, that in 
{ſeveral Places of the new Teſta- 

| C4- 8 
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ment, where the Word Creature 


is uſed, human Creatures either 
partially, or all of them together, 


are underſtood thereby. The o- 
ther is the Fear of giving Futurity 
to the lower Animals. 


The firſt Reaſon, why the Crea- | 


ture of St. Paul, is made to fig- 


nify the Gentile World, is to be 
ſure a very good one. The Word 


Creature, in three Paſſages of the 


new Teſtament, is found to carry 
ſuch a Senſe along with it; and 
becauſe it is ſo, it muſt therefore 
have this Conſtruction put upon 
it in the fourth, at all Adventures, 

N 16” right 


(27) 

right or wrong; this indeed is 
very logical, and a neat Method 
of ſolving Difficulties, but is a 
Rule of Interpretation that muſt 
be rejected by every Man of com- 
mon Senſe. 4 85 


The ſecond Reaſon, why the 
Word Creature muſt at all Events 
be ſuppoſed to ſtand for the Gen- 
tile World, is the Fear of giving 
Futurity to Brutes; for if it is not 
to be thus underſtood, thoſe Be- 
ings, oh! dreadful Thought, muſt 
then have an Intereſt in future 
Worlds. What Man is he that 
can bear even the Idea of ſuch a 

a Thing? 
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(28) 
Thing? And therefore what good 


Man is there, who would not ra- 


ther pervert the Signification of a 
thouſand Scripture Texts, than 
ſubmit to an Explanation of one 
ſo repugnant to his Sentiments ? 
Maugre all the cleareſt Evidence 
upon Earth, he never can allow 
Brute Animals an Exiſtence in 


another State, Millions whereof 


appear in his Eyes to be too con- 
temptible, even to deſerve it in 


This, 


The Word Creature, in the 
Paſſage under Conſideration, can- 


"0 mean the Gentile World, be- 


cauſe 


020 


cauſe the Reception, which the 
Goſpel and its Preachers met with | 
amongſt the Heathens, was not 
kind enough to equal that Degree 
of Defire there ſpoke of. Earneft - 
Deſire ſuppoſes the Object ex- 
tremely beloved, and ſuch as 
(when offered) muſt be embraced 
with the greateſt Joy and Ala- 


crity. But we know, that t 
Goſpel was oppoſed and villifiec 


and its Preachers traduced and 
perſecuted by the Gentiles; and 
hence, it is very unlikely, that 
this earneſt Deſire was the Deſire 
of the Gentiles, or its Object the 
Goſpel. 1 
| Furthermore, 


( 30.) 
Furthermore, this cannot be 


the Meaning of the. Apoſtle, be- 


cauſe it involves a Contradiction. 


It ſuppoſes the whole Heathen 


World, to be waiting with Im- 
patience for the Goſpel, at the 
Time when the Words of the 
Paſſage in Queſtion, were deli- 
vered; and that it had not as yet 
been preached to thoſe bewildered 
People, which is falſe; for we 
know, that - ſome Time. before 
that Period, God had opened the 


Door of Faith to the Gentiles, 


and a Decree had paſſed in a ge- 
neral Council concerning them. 


Laſt] y. 


6 
1 Laſtly, the Notion, that the 
Creature of Saint Paul, is the 
Gen tile World, and the Object of 
the earneſt Expectation he men- 
tions, the Goſpel, which was to 
be preached to this People after 
the Jews had been firſt favoured 
with it, deſtroys the Connexion 
between the Text and Context, 
and ſtrips the Apoſtle's Words of 
all Meaning and Sentiment. Is 
it not natural to ſuppoſe, that 
after ſpeaking of the Happineſs of 
a future State, or of a Glory to 
be revealed, as the Reward of O- 
bedience and Suffering, he ſhould 
_ endeavour to imprint a Truth of 


ſuch 


(32) 

ſuch Importance upon the Minds 
of his Converts? And is it not 
therefore natural to ſuppoſe, that 
the Paſſage in Queſtion is an Ar- 
gument for this Purpoſe? I do 
not know, that any Thing could 
more effectually baniſh all Diſtruſt 
of Men concerning a State of fu- 
ture Glory, confirm their Hopes, 
and ſtrengthen their Belief of it, 
than a Conſideration, that all Na- 
ture below them had, in one Re- 
ſpect or another, a general Ex- 
pectation of it. In this View at 
leaſt, the Paſſage appears to have 
ſome Deſign ; in the other, none 
at all, as is evident thus; the A- 

„ - 
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poſtle obſerves, that the Suffer= 
ings of the preſent Time, are not 
worthy to be compared with the 
Glory which ſhall be revealed in 
us; and then, if Creature ſignifies 
the Gentile People, ſays, For 
the Gentiles are earneſtly waiting 
to ſee, who amongſt you Jews, 
will receive the Goſpel, and who 
will not, that they may have it 
communicated to them. Is not 
this to force the Apoſtle upon a 
foreign Subject, and ſtrip him of 
all Meaning, and Conſiſtency? 


But admitting for once, that 
the Apoſtle by Creature means 
the 


THF- 


the Gentiles, what Advantage 1 
wonder is it to thoſe who ſuppoſe 


he does? How will the Subjection 
of the Gentiles to Idolatry, which 


is underſtood by the Word Va- 
nity, be accounted for? Will not 


this prove an inſuperable Diffi- 


culty? The Text ſays, the Crea- 
ture was made ſubject to Vanity, 
not willingly, and can you con- 


ceive that either God, or the De- 
vil, forced the Gentiles into Idola- 


try? Obſerve how many Reaſons 
there are to combat this Opinion. 


If God is ſuppoſed to ſubject 
the Gentiles to Idolatry, he muſt 
deny 


135 
deny that Honour to be due to 
himſelf which is his due, and 
which his infinite Perfections very 
juſtly claim from all his Creatures, 
And can you imagine that God 
| ſhould do this, that he, who is fo 

jealous of his Glory, ſhould com- 
pel the Creature to give it to ſome 


 _ other Being? Beſides the Suppo- 


ſition is an Attack upon his At- 
tributes; for if God is ſuppoſed 
to have forced the Gentiles into 
Idolatry, you make him the Au- 
thor of it, and impeach his Holi- 
neſs; you repreſent him as contra- 
dicting his own Declarations of 
his extreme Abhorrence of it, and 

. deny 
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deny his Veracity; and finally a8 
diſcharging Vengeance upon his 
Creatures, for a Crime which they 


could not ſhun, and therefore you 


arraign his Juſtice. 


Neither is the Opinion that the 
Devil forced the Gentiles into Ido- 
latry, attended with Conſequences 
leſs repugnant to Reaſon. This 
malicious Spirit is repreſented in 
the Scriptures as a Tempter and a 
Deceiver, as accompliſhing his 


Deſigns upon Man, by Wile and 


Artifice, by Fraud and Circum- 
vention; but they no where give 
us to underſtand, that he acts with 

ſuch 


637) 
ſuch Force upon the Will, as te 
over- rule its Elections, and ren- 
der falſe Worſhip, and neglect of 

the true God inevitable.  And1 in- 
| deed the mere Idea of che Devil's 
having this Power over the Souls 
of Men is enough to ſhock the 
moſt reſolute Perſon alive. It is 
an Idea which tells him he is born 
to be mocked, deceived, inſulted, 
and miſguided here, and to be 
ruined, and undone for ever here- 
after. Jt ſuggeſts alſo, that either 
the Devil is a Principle indepen- 
dent of God, or that God, who 
can but will not reſtrain him, is a 
negligent Bein g, without Eſteem 
9 2 and 
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and Regard for his own P roduc- 
tions. 


But in ſhort, what clearly. e- 
vinces, that theſe Words of Saint 
Paul, „and the Creature was 
made ſubject to Vanity, not wil- 
Iingly,“ cannot ſignify the 1nvo- 
luntary Subjection of the Gentiles 
to Idolatry; and that thoſe others, 
© by Reaſon of him who ſubjected 
the ſame,” have noRelation to either 
God or the Devil as Agents in this 
Affair, is this expreſs Aſſertion of 
the fame Apoſtle in another Place, 
that Mankind were inexcuſable for 
the Sin of Idolatry. For if this Aſ- 


ſertion 
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ſertion is true, Idolatry is a volun- 
tary Act, and choſen in Defiance 


of Reaſon and Evidence, and 


therefore it is either demonſtrably, 
plain, that the Suhjection of the 
Creature to Vanity, againſt its. 
Will, does not mean its Subjection | 
to Idolatry, or that the Apoſtle 
notoriouſly contradicts himſelf, - . 

Laſtly, it is faid, that the Crea- 
ture ſhall be delivered from the 
Bondage of Corruption, that, is 
from the Vanity to which it was 
made ſubject, for Vanity and Cor- 
ruption in this Place, are equiva- 
lent Terms, into the Liberty of 


(40) 

the Sons of God, into that State 
of Freedom from it, with which 
all good Men ſhall be finally pri- 
vileged. For this Deliverance, 
not only the Creature or the whole 
Creation belo Man groaned, but 
even the firſt Chriſtians themſelves, 
the Apoſtles, who had the firſt 


Fruits of the Spirit. And not 


only they, ſays Saint Paul, but we 
ourſelves groan within ourſelves, 
waiting for the Redemption of our 
Bodies. Now would not any o- 
ther Perſon, but a learned Com- 
mentator, ſuppoſe, that the Ob- 
ject of the Creatures earneſt Ex- 
pectation, was its Redemption 
mm. from 


6a) 


from bodily Evils? That the Va- 
nity to which it was ſubject, the 
pain in which it travailed, and | 
the Corruption it ſhould be freed 
from, were all of them Phraſes 
relating to the Body ? Would he. 
not be naturally Ted to think thus, 
after the Apoſtle had made him- 
ſelf liable in common with all 
Creatures, to the Burdens they 
groaned under, and declared, that 
he waited as well as they did, for 
the Redemption of his Body? For 
what Evils could the firſt Chriſ- 
tians reformed, and purified by 
the Spirit of Jeſus, be ſubject to 
in common with other Creatures, 

D540 
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but ſuch as were incident to Bo- 


dies in a State of Mortality? No 
Perſon however, except a Com- 
mentator, could ever think that 
Idolatry was the Evil under which 
the Creature groaned, and from 
which it' waited for Deliverance, 
ſince every one elſe would ſee that 
this was manifeſtly charging the 
Apoſtles themſelves with the Fol- 

hes of Idolatry, and Superſtition. 
For if it was Idolatry which'the 
Creature groaned under, and ex- 
pected to be releaſed from, the 
Apoſtles alſo groaned under the 
fame Evil, and conſequently were 
notorious Idolaters. | 
Hence 


(43) 
Hence then, ſince the Opi- 
nion, that Saint Paul, in the Paſ- 
ſage we have conſidered, means 
the Gentile World, is full of Ab- 
ſurdities and Contradictions, it is 
evident, that the Senſe we have 


put upon it at the Beginning of 
_ this Book, is the only true Senſe. 


And hence, likewiſe it is a 
Doctrine of Saint Paul, that all 
God's Works are eternal, that at 
the Conſummation of Time, when 
he ſhall clothe his beloved Chil- 
dren with glorious, - and immar- 
ceſſible Bodies, the inferior Works 
of his Hands ſhall feel the happy 
92 Effects 


C 
Effects of his Power and Good- 
neſs, and riſe reſtored to certain 
Degrees of Splendor, and Perfec- 
tion of Being, from which they 
are never to fall any more. | 


Me might have here obſerved, 
that the Exiſtence of Creatures 
under the ſame Forms, had never 
been diſcontinued, but for Sin; 
that this is a Scripture Doctrine, 
and therefore a good Argument 
for the endleſs Duration of Crea- 
tures of all Degrees; we might. 
have alſo produced other Scrip- 
tures in Favour of the Futurity of 
Brutes; but ſhall at preſent con- 

tent 


1 


CP 
tent ourſelves with the before cited 
Paſſage, as ſufficient for. this Pur- 
pole. | ; 
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PROPOSITION II. 
HE Doctrine of a future 
Exiſtence of Brute Animals, 
is maintained by ſome Jewiſh 
Writers of the firſt Claſs, 4 the 
Chriſtian Fathers. 


| Tertullian, againſt Hermoge- 
nes, makes the following Remark 
upon theſe Words of Saint Paul, 
«© and the Creature-itſelf ſhall be 


delivered from the Bondage of 
Corruption, 


5 dued his Enemies to his Son, and 


(4% 

Corruption, into the glorious Li- 
berty of the Children of God ;” 
then, obſerves he, © there thall 
be an End of Death, when the 
Devil, its chief Maſter, ſhall go 
away into the Fire, which God 
has prepared for him, and his 
Angels; when the Manifeſtat ion 
of the Sons of God, ſhall releaſe 
the World from Evil, at preſent 
univerſally ſubject to it; when the 
Innocence and. Purity of Nature 
being reſtored, Beaſts ſhall live in 
Harmony with Beaſts, - and In- 
fants ſhall play with Serpents; 
when the Father ſhall have ſub- 


447). 


put all Things in Subjection un- 
det his Feet. # 7 


2 4 Celſus, when 
ſpeaking of the Sun, and Moon, 
uſes theſe Expreflions, ** concern- 
ing theſe great Bodies, we con- 
fels, that they alſo wait for the : 
Manifeſtation of the Sons of God,” 
they wait for this Event, becauſe 
in Conſequence of it, ſome nota- 
ble, and illuſtrious Change is to 
paſs upon them. | 


Mianaſſeh, the Jewiſh Rabbi, 
in his Diſcourſe on the Reſurrec- 
tion, aſſerts, that Dumb Animals 
will 
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will have a much happier: State 
than ever they enjoyed, when 
Men ſhall riſe again. And Philo, 
in his Book of future Rewards, 
ſpeaks thus, „there is no Doubt 
but that hereafter Brute Animals 
will be diveſted of their Ferocity, 
and become tame and gentle, after 
the Manner of other Creatures, 
whoſe Diſpoſitions are ſubdued 
to Harmony and Love.” And 

in another Place he ſays, „then 


that is when Innocence ſhall-reign 


in all the Regions of reſtored Na- 
ture, the whole Race of Scorpions, 
Serpents, -and other at preſent 
noxious Reptiles, ſhall become 

5 harmleſs, 


( 49 ) 
harmleſs, and have no Power to 
afflict People with their Stings.“ 


Theſe Citations from the An- 
cients, are ſufficient to convince 
you, that the Notion of the fu- 


ture Exiſtence of Brute Animals 


is not quite ſo novel, as ſome Folks 
_ have been inclined to 


PRO POSITION HI. 

EAS ON declares in Favour 
of the future Exiſtence of 
Brutes, by determining that: Brutes 
have Souls. 2 


Deſcartes, 


EY 


* Ade, and 


the Diſciples. of theſe profound 


Philoſophers, are pleaſed- indeed 
to maintain a very different Opi- 
nion concerning them. They 
ſay, that Brutes have no Souls at 
all. Their Actions they allow 
expreſs an Underſtanding, but then 


they ſay it is only as every Thing 


elſe which is regular expreſſes it, 


as a Watch, a Clock, or any o— 


ther Kind of Machine expreſſes it. 
But this Underſtanding is as dil- 
tinct from the Beaſt, as that which 
ranges the Wheels of a Watch, a 
Gock, Ape is from chem, 


It 


659 
It is utterly inſepſible as to all 
its Operations; it eats without 
Pleaſure, cries without Pain, grows 
without knowing it. In ſhort, 
according to theſe Sages, Brutes 


are nothing in the World, but 


certain animated Parcels of Matter, 


under different Forms, directed 


hither and thither, to this or that 


End or Object, at the Will, and 


Pleaſure of him who made them. 


But ſurely, theſe are ſtrange 
Doctrines, and never can be cor- 


dially believed, whilſt there is a 


Grain of common Senſe left a- 


mongſt Men. For is it poſſihle 
. E or 


TIL 
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for any Perſon alive really to think, 
that a Log of Wood, and a Brute 


Animal are alike, as to Senſibility! 


That this has no more F eeling 
under the Blows of a Whip or a 
Stick, than that has under the 
Strokes of a Carpenter's Ax? Let 
us ſuppoſe there is ſuch a ſingular 
Sort of Mortal in the World, we 

aſk him what Reaſon is to be aſ- 
ſigned why the one cries out, and 
the other remains ſilent, under the 
Stripes and Bangs he inflicts upon 
it? Is it becauſe they are equally in- 
ſenſible? N o. Is it becauſe they are 
equally ſenſible? No, if they were 
equally inſenſible, external Injury 
would never be complained of by 

„ either 


* 
either of them. If they wete equally ; 
ſenſible, it would extort Cries and 
Lamentations from hoth alike. 
Is it not evident therefore, to a 
Demonſtration, that the Brute is 
ſenſible of Pain, and the dead Log 
of Wood has no ſuch Perception ? 
Whoever doubts of the Fact, re- 
proaches his own Faculties ; and 
the Philoſophy which promotes a 
Scepticiſm of this Nature, ought 
to be baniſhed from human So- 
cieties. It manifeſtly ſerves for 
no other Purpoſe than to introduce 


2 Diſbelief of all Reality, to make 


Men Fools, and not only ſo, but 
ſavage, barbarous, and cruel Fools. 


E >. Beſides, 
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5 Beſides, is it not repugnant to 
common Senſe to ſay, that a Brute 
Creature eats without Pleaſure ? 
There is not a Man upon Earth, 


who knows any Thing of the 


und Thiſtles, when he has a Feaſt 


Matter, but muſt eternally think 


. otherwiſe. Does not every Day 


preſent us with Inſtances of the 


Taſte of the Brute, and his Power 


of diſtinguiſhing ? Do we not ſee 
how the Horſe pines over Hay 


| Which has been damaged in the 


Curing, and with what eagerneſs 
he feeds upon that which retains 
its Sweetneſs? He is never known 
to take up with a Diſh of Ruſhes, 


of 
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of finer Vegetables in his Choice; 
and every Country Farmer is ſen- 
ſible of the many Treſpaſſes he 
commits, to indulge his Palate, 
and fill his Belly, with the more 
delicious Produce of Lands de- 
fenced againſt him. In ſhort, it 
is a Fact incontrovertible, that 
Brutes of all Kinds will eat of 
ſome particular Sorts of Food, to 
a Degree of Burſtneſs, whilſt they 
ſhew an Indifference to other Kinds, 
which Nature notwithſtanding has 
provided for them. If this does 
not evince that Brutes have Plea- | 
ſure in eating, I am afraid there | a 


b is 
| | 
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is no Proof for any one * in 
the World. 


It 1s been repugnant to Rea- 
fon to ſay, that Brutes grow with- 
out knowing it. Every young 
Animal is obſerved to be afraid of 
an old Animal, or more properly 
of one of his own Species, arrived 
2t the Age of Maturity and Vi- 
gour; but when he has got up to 
the fame Pitch, his Fear of him 
vaniſhes, and you find him ready 
to try his Strength with him upon 
every Occation. Now would not 
any: Man naturally conclude from 
nes, that the Creature was ſen- 

| fible 
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fible of his Growth? We cannot 
put any other Conſtruction upon 
the Caſe, without doing Violence 


to our Underſtandings; and there- 
fore in this Inſtance alſo, the Phi- 
loſophy of Mallebranche, attacks 
the common Senſe of Mankind. 


The Abſurdity of ſuppoſing 
Brutes inſenfible as to their Ope- 
rations, is only equalled by the 
Abſurdity of ſuppoling a Simi- 
larity betwixt the Motions of 
Brutes, and the Motions of Clocks, 
Watches, or other Machines which 
act upon Mechanical Principles. 

In Reſpect of an Agent of this 
2 Kind, 


8 


Kind, there is no Progreſſion from 
leſs to greater Degrees of Perfec- 
tion in Motion, or Action. Time, 
UG or Cuſtom, can add nothing 
to it but F acility of Motion. In 
Reſpect of Brutes, this Progreſſion 
is evident, at firſt they are ſlow, 
and aukward in their Actions, 
move ill, and imperfectly; as they 
grow older, they improve; move 
and act more | compleatly. In 
many Inſtances they are obſerved 
to change their uſual Modes of 
Operation, the better to attain 
particular Ends, and in almoſt 
cvery Thing they are put to, to 
be capable of Proficiencies that 

are 
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are amazing. Does not all this 
demonſtrate the Difference betwixt 
Brutes, and material Agents, as to. 
the Principles, and Powers which 
govern them? Theſe Obſervations. 
ſeem alſo to go much againſt the 
Opinion, that Brutes act by In- 
ſtinct, eſpecially if it is perfect in 
the Moment it is communicated. 
But indeed, we ſhould ſay nothing 
about Inſtinct, till the Senſe of 
the Term is more fully aſcertained. 
At preſent, it is vague, and inde- 
terminate, and thus we ſhall leave 
” | 


Finally, Brutes cannot be Ma- 
chines 
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chines directed by an infinite In- 
telligence; their ridiculous Mo- 


tions and Activities, are not to be 
aſcribed to a Being ſo perfect, as 


the immediate Cauſe. For can 

God be ſuppoſed to be taught to 
| Swear, and talk obſcenely, in a 
Parrot, or to chatter Non- ſenſe, and 


Bawdry ina Magpye Can youfancy 


that he gives the Machine of a Brute, 
this or that Motion, or places it 
in this or that particular Attitude, 
at the Sound of a Curſe, the Crack 
of a Whip, or on other arbitrary 
Signs of human Invention? No- 
it is impoſſible you ſhould, the 
Idea of his interpoſing in this 

8 


( 61 ) 
Manner, 1s incompatible with the 
Dignity of his Nature, and ſhock- 
| ing to common Senſe. . 


Hence, the Notions of De Carte, 


and Mallebranche, concerning the 


Nature of Brute Animals, and 
Springs of Action of - theſe Crea- 
tures, are abſurd and incredible. 


They are - moreover, contradic- 


tory to the expreſs Words of 
dcripture; we there find the Prin- 
caples of diſtin Knowledge and 
Underſtanding,attributedtoBrutes, 
in this Exclamation of the Pro- 
phets, „ for the Stork in the 


. knoweth her appointed 


TI imes, 
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Times, and the Turtle, and the 
Crane, and the Swallow, know 
the Times of their coming, but 

my People do not underſtand the 

Judgements of their God.” It is 

evident by this, that a Brute acts 

apon an' intelligent Principle of 
its own; for if its Motions were 
the Effects of infinite Intelligence, 

the Prophet was very wrong in 
introducipg it as an Inſtance of 

Regularity, to ſhame unthinking 

Man out of his Follies, and a- 

wake him to a Senſe of his Duty, 

or the Calls of his God. 


Hence, Brute Animals are to 
| be 


\ 
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be conſidered as Creatures that 
N move and act of themſelves, or as 
t baving Souls, by which they are 
0 informed and directed. The Me- 
mory of Brutes, their Power of 
comparing, and diſtinguiſhing, and 
above all, their Senſes, which ne- 
ceſſarily infer a ſentient Principle, 


are additional Confirmations of 
this Truth never to be ſhaken. 


—— 


PROPOSITION IV. 

HE Notion of a Soul, in- 
cludes Immortality, and 

endleſs Duration of Exiſtence. 


The 


(64) 

The Word Soul, according to 
the Doctrines of the Ancients, has 
4 three-fold Meaning or Diſtinc- 
tion; it is conſidered as a ſpiritual, 
a ſenſitive, and a vegetative Prin- 
ciple. Man is poſſeſſed of it in 

all the three Senſes, Brutes in the 
t wo laſt, and Trees, Herbs, Plants, 
Ec. have only the vegetative Soul. 
According to the Moderns, the 
Diſtinction of Souls is infinite, as 
the large, and the narrow Soul, 
the merry Soul, the ſad Soul, the 
dull Soul, the briſk Soul, the 


- — ſweet, and the ſour Soul, the happy 


Soul, and the miſerable Soul, the 


3 happy Soul, the damn'd 
good 
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1 Soul, the damn'd jolly Soul, 
and ſo on ad infinitum. This 
Manner of ſpeaking of Souls, is 
an Argument of fine Breeding, and 
ranks amongſt the firſt Accom- 
pliſhments of a Chriſtian, at this 
Time of Day. 


We leave Pedple at preſent, to 
enjoy themſelves in the Uſe of it, 
and proceed to the Definition of 
the Nature of a Soul, as of that 
Principle only which informs Men, 

and other living Creatures. | 


The true Notion Ro a Soul, in 


this limited Ule of the Word, is 
. the 
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the Notion of it as of a certain 
ſimple unextended indiviſible Sub- 
ſtance, the natural Properties 
whereof are Life, Underſtanding, 
and Activity. This I ſay, is the 
true Notion of the Nature of a 
Soul, if it is a Thing which dif- 
fers eſſentially from all material 
Subſtances; for Matter is ſomes. 
thing under all Forms, which is 
naturally compounded, extended, 
and diviſible, without Life, Un- 
derſtanding, and Activity; and 
therefore a Soul, which is ſome- 


thing of a contrary Nature, muſt 
be uncompounded, Se. whoſe 
| eee 
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Properties are Life, Underſtand: 
ing, and Activity. | 


Now, according to this Defini- 
tion of a Soul, and Deſcriptian of 
its eſſential Properties, the very 
Notion of the Nature of it, in- 
cludes a Capacity for Immortality, 
and endleſs Duration of Exiſtence. 
For if Life is a natural Property 
of the Soul, or rather of a Soul, 
we cannot but conceive it to live 
ſo long as its Nature endures; no 
Suppoſition can be formed of the 
Deſtruction of this Principle of 
Life, but what involves the De- 
ſtruction of a Soul's Nature and 
| Eſſence. 
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Eſſence. And becauſe the gt 
leſs Duration of a Soul is aſſerted ; 
in its Unity, and Indiviſibility, 
becauſe fince, as having no Parts, 
it cannot be divided into Parts, 
| and as a Subſtance uncompounded, 
it is not liable to Diſſolution, there- 
fore a Soul, truly is a living Sub- 
ſtance, which cannot die in the 
uſual Acceptation of the Term, 
and capable of endleſs Duration of 
Exiſtence, in Virtue of 1 its Imma- 
teriality. 


Hence, ſince all Souls are na- 
turally immortal, and capable of 
exiſting for ever, nothing there- 
; 5 fore 
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fore can preclude Brute Animals, 


or the Souls of Brute Animals 
from that better State to come, 
but a fundamental Deſtruction of 
them. They mult continue through 
all the Revolutions of future Ages, 
if they are not annihilated. 


PROPOSITION v. 
HE Notion that God an- 
nihilates the Souls of Brute 

Animals, is founded on weak 

Princi ples, and oppoſes Arguments 

much clearer, and ſtronger for the 
Continuation of them. 


Fx 8 
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It is generally imagined, that 
the Souls of Brutes are annihilated 
when they die, and two Reaſons 
are uſually given for it. One is, 
that Brutes are incapable of Re- 
ligion, and therefore can have no 
Right to a State deſigned only for 
Beings who have been exerciſed 
therein. The other, that they 
were created only for the preſent 


Purpoſes of Man. 


As to the Propoſition, that Brutes 
are incapable of Religion, there is 
no doubt but it expreſſes a Fact; 
though at the ſame Time it mult 
be confeſſed, that now and then 

— we 


6) 
we meet with a few of them that 
diſcover ſomething like a Notion 
of it in particular Inſtances. There 
are Brutes which would ſooner be 
hanged than pilfer or ſteal, under 
the greateſt Temptations ; there 
are Brutes which are invariably 
true to their Attachments, that 
take up Affections, and profeſs 
Friendſhips, which nothing but 
Death itſelf can diſſolve. It has 
been averred in Print, that a cer- 
| tain Dumb Creature aided: in the 
Chorus of an Anthem; and it is 
notorious to the World, that 
Numbers of them make as great 

2 Point of attending at Church on: 
FS: public 


i 
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public Service Days, as the moſt 


rigid Pietiſts do, Indeed, it may 


be objected here, that a Brute 


goes to Church only becauſe his 
Maſter goes, that- he is ignorant 
of what paſſes there, and returns 
Home the ſame Brute he went, 
neither better nor worſe than he 
was before. But allowing this to 


be a Fact, it by no Means proves, 


that the Brute is leſs religious than 
Multitudes of the human Species 
"are. For Thouſands of thoſe go 

to Church, only becauſe their Ac- 


quaintance go, follow Fathers or 
Mothers, Uncles or Aunts, as a, 
Dog follows his Maſter, are as 


* unmindful 
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unmindful as this Animal, of | what 
is ſaid or done there, and return 


Home as ignorant and uninformed 
as the verrieſt Brute upon Earth. 


But, if Brutes are incapable of 
Religion, what is the Conſequence ? 
Only that they have no Right to 
a State deſigned for Beings. who 
have been exerciſed therein; and 
what Perſon in the World ever 
imagined they had a Right to ſuch 
a State? It ſurely does not follow, 
that becauſe they have no Right 
to a State of this ſuperior Degree 
hereafter, they have therefore a 
* to none at all, that they 

F 4 have 


CE 
have not a Right to be treated as 
other Creatures will be according 
to their Natures, and Capacities, 
or as infinite Wiſdom and Juſtice 
ſhall appoint. Nothing of this 
Kind is deducible from 'the Argu- 
ment here advanced againſt the 
future Life of Brute Animals. For 
ought that this ſhews to the con- 
trary, the Notion of ſuch a Thing 
may be as true as any other Opi- 
nion that ever was entertained. 
Certain it is, that a fature Life 
of Brutes cannot be abſolutely de- 
nied, without impeaching the At- 
tributes of God. It reflects upon 
his Goodneſs, to ſuppoſe that he 

| EC; ſubjects 


(78 þ 

fubjects to Pains, and Sorrows, 
tuch a Number of Beings, whom 
he never deſigns to beatify ; upon 
his Wiſdom, that he forms them 
for the miſerable Duration of a2 
Moment, without leaving him- 
ſelf a Power to extend their Dura- 
tion, and better their Condition; 
upon his Love, that he expoſes. 
them to the horrible Evils of Na- 
ture, and the cruel Treatment of 
| ſuperior Beings, which a tender 
Diſpoſition would be concerned 
to remedy or prevent. And laſtly, 
it reflects upon his Juſtice, to ſup- 
poſe that he deſtroys without a 
Recompenſe, Creatures that he 
has. 


——— r— ue —— - Sai 


bas brought into ſuch a State of 
 Infelicity, and in ſome Meaſure 
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capacitated for everlaſting Happi- 
neſs. Theſe Obſervations are ſuf- 
ficient to teach you, that the De- 
fects of Brutes, with regard to Re- 
ligion, are but weak Arguments 
whereupon to ground an Opinion : 
of their Annihilation. 


dy, The! Notion that Brute 
Animals were created only for the 
Occaſions of Man in the preſent 
State, to miniſter to his Pleaſures, 
Conveniences, and the like, is a 
weak and unwarrantable Conceit. 
We do not mean here to take an 
—  . TT ab 
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Inch from Man's Height, or. a 
Grain from his Right; we con- 
feſs he is a tall Creature, and has 
mighty Privileges. He. ſtands at 
the Head of all terreſtrial Beings ; 
he is a King over them, by divine 
Appointment, and has a Right to 
Dominion, in Virtue of his Dig- 
nity. The Beaſts of the Field 
obey, and ſerve him, and the 
Fowls of the Air, and the Fiſhes 
of the Sea, are continually miniſ- 
tring to his Pleaſures, and Conve- 
niences; we allow, that a View 
might perhaps be had. to theſe 
Ends, in the Formation of ſeveral 
Sorts of Brute Animals; but we 

BE 7 
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think, it is a Proof of much Ya. 


nity and Ignorance, to conſider 
them as. created only for theſe 
| Purpoſes. May not God be ſup- 
poſed to have raiſed this mighty 
Frame of Things with a Deſign 


to diffuſe his Goodneſs, and diſ- 
play his Glory? May he not be 


conceived to have conferred Life, 


and Senſibility upon ſuch an in- 
finite Variety of Creatures, with 
a View to their Happineſs, and to 


| have given Exiſtence to all that 


amazing Diverſity of Forms in the 
Univerſe, that his Power and 
Wiſdom might be known, and 
magnified through the whole 
its Circle. 


(79). 
Circle of Being ? Whoever puts a 
Negative upon theſe Queſtions, 
does not ſeem to regard either 
Scripture or Reaſon. The Scrip- 
tures expreſly declare, that all 
Things were created for the Plea- 
ſure of the ſupreme God, perhaps 
that he might delight himſelf in the 
Contemplation of his Perfections 
ſo ſtrikingly exhibited in them; 
that all his Works were formed 
to give him Praiſe; and that we 
| muſt remember to magnify him 
for them. And does not Reaſon 
plainly tell us, that a Creature, as 
to itſelf, with the Powers of Life, 


U nderſtanding, and Activity, is 
really 
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really benefited, and in a State ſu- 


n to dend — 


We are ä miſtaken 


then, when we talk of Brute Ani- 


mals as exiſting for no other Pur- 


poſe than to miniſter to the Plea- 
ſures, and Conveniences of Man. 
Theſe, if allowed to be Ends for 


which they were made, are evi- 


dently ſubordinate; and of a lower 
Degree; and if the Pleaſures they 
afford are conſidered as mere Gra- 
tifications of Appetite, and the 


 Conveniences accruing from them, 
are ſuppoſed to ſignify that ſervile 


e Which Thouſands of 
them 
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them undergo for us, they are not 
ſo properly to be called Ends fot 
which they were originally de- 
figned, as accidental Circumſtances, 
that are owing to Man's Fall, and 
his Weakneſs, Want, and Depra- 
vity, ies Wome upon it. 


Hence, though Brute Animals 
ate incapable of Religivn, this 
Defect is no Proof that after Death 
they will be annihilated. They 
may, notwithſtanding a moral In- 
capacity, be ſtill continued in Be- 
ing, and have ſuch Places allotted 
them in a future World, as are 
ſuitable to their reſpective Natures 

WIT and 
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and ann And ER is an 
Opinion the more probable, ſince 
it appears to be agreeable to the 


Juſtice, and Goodneſs of God. 


Hence, ſince the Notion that 
Brute Animals were formed only 
upon Man's Account is a ground- 
leſs Conceit, we have therefore 
further Cauſe to believe, that their 
Exiſtence will be continued after 
Death. It is evident, that God 
conferred upon them ſome Degree 

of Good when he conferred Life 
and Senſibility; and who will un- 
dertake to ſhew that this is bounded 


by a ſhort, and tranſient Exiſtence? 
God's 
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God's communicative Goodneſs is 
always the ſame, and if his Bene- 
volence is eternal, it is much more 
likely to be true that he will con- 
tinue to communicate it to his 
Creatures (if their own -Unwor- 
thineſs does not hinder) beyond 
the fleeting Periods of the preſent 
Time, in after Ages, for ever. 


Moreover, ſince God in the 
Formation of Creatures ditplays 
his Perfections to the End, he may 
he adored, and magnified for the 
Excellence, and Variety of them, 
is it not extremely probable that 
they will be continued to ſerve the 

G like 
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like Purpoſes in a World to come? 
The Ways and Works of divine 
Providence, are but little known 
at preſent; and yet the Contem- 
plations exerciſed about them, wrapt 
up as they are in Clouds and Dark- 
neſs, are the Sources of much 
Pleaſure to the Soul of Man, and 
furniſh many noble Arguments for 
Praiſe, and Reverence. If this is 
the Caſe now as to the Matter of 
our Contemplations upon the 
Works of Creation, what will it 
be then, when all the Secrets of 
Nature are unfolded, when every 
Thing which God has made is 
exhibited in its utmoſt Perfection, 

and 
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and all the Wonders of his Wiſ- 
dom fall within the Compaſs of 
human Knowledge? We dare not 
preſume to aſſert, that the Happi- 
neſs of Men in a State of Glorifi- 
cation, will conũſt in Scenes of 
this Sort, and yet we cannot find 
that the Notion of ſuch a Thing 
is incompatible with any State of 
Intelligences however elevated. 
For infinite Wiſdom forms no 
Creature of any Kind that is not fit 
to employ the Contemplation, and 
engage the Attentionof Spirits in all 
Degrees of their Exaltation. This 
is true of any one ſingle Produc- 
tion of divine Wiſdom, and of the 

IF 2 leaſt 
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leaſt of the Creatures of God's 
Power; and therefore muſt be eſ- 
pecially ſo of the whole Collection 
of them. And what is there a- 
miſs in ſuppoſing, that ſome of the 
Hours of our Happineſs in Futu- 
rity, may be ſpent in ſurveying the 


noble Strokes of Elegance and 


Beauty, diſcoverable in this im- 
menſe Collection? Would it not 
be a rational Employment, agrec- 
able to the pureſt Taſte, and com- 


patible with the Dignity of human 


Spirits in any Degree of Bliſs, or 
S.ate of Exaltation? We cannot 
but think that the Suppoſition of 


ſuch a Caſe is indubitable, ad- 


mitting, 
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mitting, that we are ever to be 
acquainted with the Prodigies of 
our Maker's Art, and the ſeveral 
dark Particulars relating to the 
Animal World, are in any future 
Age to be cleared up, and ex- 
plained to us. 


PROPOSITION VI. 


T HE Objections drawn bin 
the Scriptures, againſt the 
Futurity of Brutes, are no real 
Objections, but miſtaken Notions 
of the Signification of Terms, and 
Paſſages. 


8 1 
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The Places of Scripture which 
feem to furnith Objections againſt 
a Continuance of the Being of in- 


ferior Animals, are principally 
theſe two: Solomon 1n his Eccle- 
fiaſtes, propounds this Queſtion, 
«© who knoweth the Spirit of a 
Man that goeth upward, and the 
Spirit of a Beaſt that goeth down- 


ward to the Earth?“ And David 
in the Pialms faith, Man abideth 
not in Honour, ſecing he may be 
compared to the Beaſts that periſh.” 
By the going downward of the 
Spirit of a Beaſt, in the former 
Paſſage, is ſuppoſed to be meant 
the Mortality of Brutal Souls, and | 
71 . by 
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by the Word periſh in the latter, 
their utter Annihilation. We ſhall 
ſnew that People are miſtaken in 
both theſe Particulars. 


The true Reading of the former 
Paſſage is this, who knoweth con- 
cerning the Spirit of a Man, whe- 
ther it goeth upward, or touching 
the Spirit of a Beaſt, whether it | 
goeth downward to the Earth? 
For ought then that this Queſtion: 
thus put implies to the contrary, 
the Souls of Brutes may be im- 
mortal, as well as the Souls of 
Men. It is certainly evident, that 
Solomon in this Place never de- 


G4 figned 
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ſigned to teach us, that the Souls 
of Brutes after Death, were to be 
totally cancelled, as appears from 
a preceeding Declaration. «I 
know ſays he, that whatſoever 
God doth, it ſhall be for ever, 
nothing can be added to'ir, and 
taken from it, and God doth it 
That Men ſhould fear before him.” 
This is expreſly aſſerting the Eter- 
nity of all God's Works. 


The Word periſh has various 
Acceptations, but is never uſed in 
the Scriptures to ſignify Annihila- 
tion. In that Paſſage of the Pſalms 
before cited, it is put to expreſs 
| Oblivion, 


(9) 


Oblivion, or Forgetfulneſs. Beaſts 
die and periſh, that is, are for- 
gotten, and herein is Man very 
properly compared to them; whilſt 
he lives he is honoured and re— 
ſpected, but when he dies his Ho- 
nour dies with him, and he ſinks. 
into a State of Oblivion; he is 
forgot in a few Years, as if he had 


never been. 


Hence, ſince the future Life of 
Brutes is not at all affected by 
thoſe Paſſages of Scripture which 
People have any Pretence to form. 
into Objections againſt it; it can- 
not therefore be alledged, that we 

have 
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have done any Thing hitherto to | 
weaken the Authority of this ſa- 
cred Book, by ſubjecting it to 
Contradictions. 


And hence likewiſe, it appears 
of how great Conſequence it is 
for People to read with Thought- 
fulneſs and Sobriety, the Word 
of Truth. Other Places like 
theſe we have now conſidered, 
may be eafily miſconſtrued through 
Inattention, or a careleſs Peruſal, 
and ſuch perhaps as very nearly 
concern the Intereſt, and Happi- 
neſs of their Souls. 


PROPO- 


( 93 ) 
PROPOSITION VII. 
HE Objections againſt the 
4 Futurity of Brutes, beſides 
thoſe we have already remarked, 
conſidered as human Sentiments, 
are not founded in Reaſon, but in 
Pride and Envy, and falſe No- 
tions of Things. | 


We ſuppoſe the following Queſ- 
tions to be put by ſome Perſon or 
other, and to imply chiefly What 
as an Objector he has further to 
offer againſt the future Life f 
Brute Animals. Shall Beings of 
this inferior Nature be intitled to 
a Place in the bliſsful Regions of 

TINS: another 
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another World, as «at as I? Shall 
a filly Worm, or a paultry Fly, or 
a deſpicable Mite, have any Ex- 
iſtence there? Why had I the 
Gift of a moral Underſtanding, 
and for what Reaſon am I expolcd 
to ſo many Difficulties in the Pur- 
ſuit of an Intereſt which Brutes, 
ſuch inſig nificant Things are ſure 
to obtain without them? Would 
it not have been better for me 


that I had been a Beaſt allo 


If the firſt Queſtion is denied, 
as the Objector ſuppoſes it ſhould 
be, he will find himſelf attacked 
with an Argument that makes ex- 

_ ceflively 


(95) 
ceflively againſt him. For if In- 
feriority of Nature, or a leſs De- 
gree of Excellence, is looked upon 
28 A ſufficient Reaſon for exclud- 
ing Brutes from an Intereſt in Fu- 
turity, it will juſt prove as much 
with Reſpect to Man, and ſo it 
will prove too much. For if a 
Brute is not intitled to any Intereſt 
in a future World, becauſe he is 
inferior to a Man, a Man is there- 
fore not intitled to any, becauſe be 
is inferior to a Cherubim. If a 
Spirit of this exalted -Order could 
be ſuppoſed to talk in the groſs 
Style of a human Creature, he 
would % as contemptibly of 
him, 
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him, as he does of the Brute; 
ſhall Beings would he fay of this 

inferior Nature, be intitled to a 
Place in the bliſsful Regions of 
Eternity, as well as I? The Ob- 
jection therefore againſt the future 
Exiſtence of Brutes, as founded 
in the Imperfections of their Na- 
tures, muſt certainly be given up. 


It ſhould ſeem by the ſecond 
Queſtion, as if People entertained 
a ſorry Opinion of Dumb Animals, 
and eſpecially of the more minute 
Kinds. We ſuppoſe their Eſteem 
for Things is meaſured by their 
Bulk, and for this Reaſon, a hu- 

1 . man 
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man Dwarf is a deſpicable Ani- 
mal. But this is to take up No- 
tions very abſurdly. A Fly, and 
2 Mite, are diminutive. Creatures, 
2 Worm an humble Thing which 
_ creeps upon its Belly, in Dirt and 
Darkneſs, a uadruped ſtands. 
higher, and thou O Man! with 
two Legs, and an erected Coun- 
tenance, looks higher than the 
Quadruped. But ſhould thy Ele- 
vation in this Scale of Imperfects, 
occaſion thee to deſpiſe the infe- 
rior Works of Nature, and look 
upon them as mean and inſignifi- 
cant? Shouldeſt thou take Offence 
at a Leſſon: which teaches a Con- 
tinuation 
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tinuation of their Exiſtence, be- 
cauſe they are low and little in 
thy Eyes? Thou wilt be aſhamed 
of entertaining -ſuch Sentiments, 
when. thou reflecteſt that Life, in 
its loweſt Degrees, and minuteſt 
\ Portions, is a ſweet. Poſſeſhon, 
and that he who made thee, made 
every Creature in its order below 
thee. Thou wilt learn from hence, 
that this good of Life, is the Com- 
munication of that Perfection in 
God, which eternally ſeeks to 
beatify its Objects, and: that thou 
can'ſt entertain a, mean Opinion 
of no Creature, without ſome 
: . to that Wiſdom which 
contrived 
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contrived it. Remember, that it 
was not a Thing beneath the Dig- 


nity of Heaven to create the moſt 
diminutive Animal; and how then 
can it be unbecoming the ſame 
adorable Power to continue its 
Exiſtence ? Thy Sentiments O 
Man, in this Inſtance, are the 
Suggeſtions of W * and 
Prejudice. 


It is a Proof of much Ignorance 
for a Man to aſk why he is en- 
dowed with moral Powers, and 
has ſo. many Dithculties to ſtruggle 
with in the Matter of compaſſing 
a State which Brutes are ſecure of 
. without 


1 


without them? Is not all this « evi- 


dently deſigned to qualify him for 
Degrees of Bliſs, in another World, 
as much ſuperior to that of Brutes, 


as he ſurpaſſes them in Dignity of 


Nature. If he makes a proper 


Uſe of theſe moral Powers, and 
vanquiſhes like a Chriſtian Hero, 


the Trials and Difficulties that en- 
compaſs him, he will have no Oc- 


caſion left him to murmur at his 
Lot, or envy the future Happi- 
neſs of Beings beneath him. 


Laſtly, it is certain, that by a 


continued Abuſe, or Miſapplica- 
tion of his Powers, a Man may 
wie 


Bas ao ion 


. 
with Reſpect to Futurity, forfeit 
every Advantage he was capable of 
poſſeſſing, and have nothing left 
him but the ſad Expectation of a 
dreadful Sentence, and a terrible 
Doom |! In this Situation it would 
be no Wonder if he wiſhed him 
ſelf a Beaſt, or thought the Con- 
dition of that Animal preferable 
to ms own, ſince the leaſt Degree 
of Happineſs is before no Happi- 
| neſs, and to be a ſimple Oyſter, 
with all the low and languid Sen- 
fibilities of that Creature, is far 
better than to be a Man with the 
piercing Apprehenſions of Miſery, 
never to be determined. The cer- 

2 tain 
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tain Proſpect of future Perdition, 
would make a Man wiſh that he 
was a Stock, or a Stone, or had 
never exiſted at all. But this is 
the Language of a fooliſh Pro- 
fligate, reduced to Madneſs and 
Diſtraction through his Vices, and 
never can be conſidered by ſerious 
People, as a Proof that the Situa- 
tion of the human Race is leſs 
eligible than that of Stocks, or 
Stones, or Brute Animals. If a 
Man becomes wretched in future, 
it is owing to himſelf; he had a 
Power to mount up to a glorious 
Pitch of Happineſs, and if he neg- 
lected to exert it, on fo noble a 

Principle, 
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Principle, and in ſo worthy a 
Cauſe, no one will think to caſt the 
' Blame upon his Maker for this. 


Hence, ſince the ſeveral Ob- 
jections againſt the future Life of 
Brutes, conſidered as the Senti- 
ments of Men, are as weak and 

impertinent as the pretended Ob- 
jections of Scripture, all the Ar- 
guments therefore advanced in Fa- 
vour 'of it, ſtand unimpeached. 
We do not preſume to ſay, that 
theſe Arguments demonſtrate the 


Point, but we cannot help flatter- i 
ing ourſelves with the Notion, that | 
A they 
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they render it extremely pro- 
| bable. | 


We ſhall now undertake to 
make ſome Applications to the 
Reader, of ſuch Parts of the pre- 
ceeding Eſſay, as we hope will be 
of Uſe to direct his Conduct, with 
Regard to the Creatures below 
him. . | 


4 ſuppoſe 17 this Time, is 1s 
ſufficiently convinced, that Brute 
Animals are ſomething more than 
mere Machines, have an intelli- 
gent Principle reſiding within 

them, which is the en of 
their 


(. 

their ſeveral Actions and Opera- 
tions: If ſo, he will eaſily per- 
ceive that he ought to treat them 
as Beings, very different from Ma- 
chines, that where he propoſes to 
avail himſelf of their Services, he 
will uſe ſuch Methods in the 
Management of them, as are ſuit- 
able toa Nature that may be taught, 

inſtructed, and improved to his 
Advantage; and not have Recourſe 
only to Force, Compulſion, and 
Violence. And if Creatures, un- 
der Management for the Ends he 
deſigns them, ſhould now and 
then ſhew a little Reſtiveneſs, and 


Oppoſition, or refuſe to do as he 
H 4 means 
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means they ſhould do, he will 
learn to make proper Allowances 
for this obſtipacy of Temper in 
them, from Reflexions upon him- 
ſelf; who as a Being, with Incli- 
nations of his own, is conſcious 
that he i is not always to be guided 


by others, and kicks at Rn. 
ina Thouſand Inſtances. 


He will moreover conſider, that 
as Brutes have Senſibility, they are 
capable of Pain, feel every Bang, 
and Cut, and Stab, as much as he 
himſelf does, ſome of them per- 
haps more, and therefore he muſt 
not treat them as W or Stones, 
2 21 e he 


— 
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or Things that cannot feel. It is 
lamentahle to think, that any Oc- 
cafion ſhould be given for Re- 
marks of this Sort, at a Time 
when the World is poſſeſſed of fo 
many ſuperior Advantages, when 
Mankind ſo far exceed the Pitch 

of former Ages in the Attainments 
of Science, and when Heaven it- 
felf has interpoſed to teach them 
ſo many tender Leſſons of Pity, 
and Compaſſion. But the Fact is 
notorious, maugre all the Pri- 
vileges we enjoy under the Im- 
provements of natural Reaſon, and 

the gracious Diſpenſations of re- 


ligious Light, Cruelty is exerciſed 


11 
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in all its hideous Forms and Va- 
rieties. Brutes are every Day 
periſhing under the Hands of Bar- 
barity, without Notice, without 
Mercy; famiſhed as if Hunger 
was no Evil, mauled as if they 
had no Senſe of Pain, and hurried | 
about inceſſantly from Day to Day, 
as if exceſſive Toil was no Plague, 
or extreme Wearineſs was no De- 
gtee of Suffering. Surely this 
Principle of Senſibility in Brutes, 
intitles them to a milder Treat- 
ment, than they uſually meet 
with from hard, and unthinking 
Wretches, as the Miſeries it makes 
them liable to, give them a Claim 
to 
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to ſome Returns from a juſt and 
| benevolent Being, in another State. 


We 

Furthermore, a Man will con- 
ſider that as Brutes are made ſub- 
ject to him by the Appointments 


of Heaven, he ought to look upon 


them as Creatures under his Go- 
vernment to be protected, and not 


as put into his Power to be plagued 


and tormented, Very few of them 
know how to defend themſelves 


againſt him, as well as he does to 


attack them, and therefore it is 


only on particular Occafions that 


he can be juſtified in falling upon 


them, For a Man to torture a 
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Brute, whoſe Life God has put 
into his Hands, is a diſgraceful 
Thing, ſuch a meanneſs-of Spirit > 
as his Honour requires him to 
ſhun. If he does it out of Wan- 
tonneſs, he is a Fool, and 4 Cow-. 
ard; if for Pleaſure, he is a Mon- 
ſter. Such a Mortal is a Scandal 
to his Species, and ought to have 
no Place in human Societies but as 
a Hangman, or a Butcher. 


5 Laſtly, ſince from the Nature 
and Exigences of the Times, it is 
expedient that Brutes ſhould be. 
killed, their Lives therefore ought 
to be taken from them in the 

Was eaſieſt, 


— 
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eaſieſt, and . ſhorteſt Manner poſ- : 
ſible. Humanity feels this Truth, 
and Men of the cruelleſt Diſpoſi- 


tions will ſome Time or another 


be forced to confeſs it. They 
will no doubt be called upon to 
Account for every Act of Bar- 
barity committed upon Brutes, in 
the Day when God ſhall Judge 
the World by Jeſus Chriſt, 


2 
TN. the preceeding Tract we 
have reaſoned from ſuch Prin- 


cjples as. appeared to us to make 
more 


( x22 } 
more directly for the future Ex- 
iſtence of Brute Animals. 


There remain ſome general Ar- 
guments of Scripture, and Reaſon, 
more remotely relative to this 
Point, which we ſhall here lay 
before the . 


Saint Peter ſpeaking of the 
Times when Chriſtian Converts 
ſhall receive the Comforts of their 
Faith, ſays, „and God ſhall fend 
Jeſus Chriſt, which before was 
preached unto you, whom the 
Heaven muſt receive, until the 
Times of Reſtitution of all Things.” 
: "7 


e 
In his Epiſtles he has this Doctrine, 
« for according to his Promiſe, 
we look for new Heavens, and a 
new Earth. Now, if all Things 
are to be reſtored, then Brutes are 


to be reftored; and if this whole 


material Syſtem is to be renewed, 


does not this include the material 


Forms of all living Creatures? Be- 


* — 


ſides, the Arguments already ad- 
vanced to ſhew that Brutes have 


Souls, and in Conſequence thereof, 


may exiſt hereafter, we may ſuper- 


add this, that Brutes have Ideas, 
and a Power of communicating 


them. Every Species has a Lan- 


| guage peculiar to itſelf, by Means 


of 


7 
9 
1 
2 
3 
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of which, all the Individuals that 


compoſe it, are able to converſe 
with each other, to impart their 
Pains, and Pleaſures, their Fears, 
and Dangers, their Defires, and 
Intentions, and what can all this 
ariſe from, but an intelligent Prin- 
ciple reſiding within an, 


| Stoner, onal, Brutes prey 
upon each other, and though Na- 
ture in a Thouſand Inſtances ſeems | 
to direct this Proceeding, yet we 
muſt not imagine that this was 
the ſole End for which they were 
originally formed. Por it is im- 
8 to be true, that a God of 
or 
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perfect Order, | and n 
ſhould be the Author of eternal 
Strife, Diſcord, and Bloodſhed; 
that infinite Goodneſs ſhould de- 
ſign a Number of Creatures to 
tear each other in Pieces, and at - 
the ſame Time inſpire them with 
the moſt horrible Fears of ſuch a 
F ate; or that infinite Wiſdom | 
ſhould fo wonderfully diſplay itſelf 
in the Mechaniſm of a Fly, if it 


was only meant to oratify the Ap- 
petite of a Spider, or a Swallow, 


_ Laſtly, we may add, that our 
Ideas of the Attributes of God, 
ſeem neceſſarily to point out a 
N Continuation | 
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| Continuation of that mighty Chain 
of living Beings, which is the 
Aſteniſhment of all contemplative 
Minds. Mu there not be a 
huge Chaſm, and a vaſt Defect in 
the Univerſe, if all Nature is to 
be radically deſtroyed below Man? 
Muſt there not be wanting, on 
this Hypotheſis, Myriads of Crea- 
tures to teſtify the Excellence of 
the Divinity? What can exhibit. 
the Perfection of infinite Life, but 
the Communication of all poſſible 
Degrees of it? Of infinite Good- 
neſs, but the Gift of all poſſible 
Degrees of Happineſs? And of 
infinite Power, but all the poſſible 
; 85 Voarieties 
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| Varieties of Being,. which: can be 
conceived or imagined? We can 
look no Way now but we meet 
with Inſtances of the greatneſs of 
the Deity; and will there be 
fewer Teſtimonies of his Perfec- 
tions in a better World? If any 
Thing 1s certain, it is that the 
Perfections of God. will never be 
leſs viſible in his Works than they 
_ are at preſent. ' 
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In Vol. I. Page 13, Line 9, place the be- 
tween the Words all hideous. Page 13, Line 13. 
for natural read mortal. Page 1 5, Line 4, dele 
wwe. Page 77, Line 17, for Evil read Vice ; 
and again in the ſame Line, for Evil read Vice. 
Page 106, laſt Line, for Simalarity read Simi- 
lariiy. ” | 

4A, NO 63 
In Vol II, in the Title Page, for paſuntur 
read paſcuntur. In the Preface, page 9, Line 
1, for Hildrup read Hildrop. Page 4, laſt 
Line, dele à in groaneth, Page 5, Line 4, 
for groan read grone : In the ſubſequent Pages 
where the like Words occur, make the like Al- 
terations. Page 8, laſt Line, place @ between 
the Words within Parenthefis. Page 110, Line 
1 4, place many between the Words that Bruter, 


